INTRODUCTION.                            Xlll
My lectures in connection with Ramtanu
Lahiri Research Fellowship and as a University
Reader will unfold the history of the mystics of
Bengal derived mainly from the sources of old
Bengali literature! 1 have also tried to draw
parallels from the history of Western mystics in
several places. As the whole of the past
BengaJi Literature is permeated by a religious
element, I may not, I venture to presume, be
blamed, while exploring this literature, for
laying stress on its predominant ideas, which
are not confined merely to those of a literary
nature.
These lectures were delivered by me to the
University of Calcutta as Ramtanu Lahiri
Research Fellow in the History of Bengali
Language and Literature for 1913-1914. The
Ramtanu Lahiri Fellowship was created by the
University out of the funds supplied by Late
Babu Sarat Kumar Lahiri to commemorate his
illustrious father's name which the Fellowship
bears. Babu Ramtanu Lahiri's name is
revered throughout Bengal for his great piety
and love of letters. It was, therefore, a
fitting tribute to his memory to associate
his name with the cause of research in
the field of Bengali Literature. I only fear
lest 1 prove unworthy of my task, associated,
as it is, with such a dear and revered
name,